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THE POLITICS OF HEROIN 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,. By 
Alfred W. McCoy, Harper &■ 
Row, $10.95). , 

Heroin didn’t always have 
a bad name. Around the turn 
of the century it was hailed 
as a “miracle drug" and ap- 
proved by the AMA for gener- 
al use. In fact, it didn't even 
have a name until Germany’s 
Bayer chemical combine in- 
vented “heroin” as a brand 
name and put it on the mar- 
ket as a cough medicine. 

But this fascinating bit of 
drug lore is only incidental to 
the central theme of this dev- 
astating book; that because 
of its commitment to contain 
communism in Southeast 
Asia, the U.S. government 
helped create a generation of 
junkies. 

Southeast Asia’s “golden 
triangle” — where Laos, 
Thailand and Burma meet — 
has been an opium-growing 
area for centuries. But what 
McCoy and his fellow authors 
are concerned about is how 
(Within the last 20 years the 
“triangle” has expanded its 
production until today it ac- 
counts for 70 per cent of the 
world’s illicit supply of her- 
oin. 

For Ibis the authors hold 
the United States responsible. 
They specifically, charge that 
in their clandestine war 
against the Communists. U.S. 
agencies, notably the CIA, al- 
lied themselves witlf" ele- 


etmi^fMl/SPdra.CIA-RI^S^WlROOIMOSSOOO^ 

ckers, and allowed American &*** 

military aircraft to ho used to ||. I ' y - ■ ■ ^jsSKglS 

transport drugs | yw! jHillllllftijjill|lliyigil I 

The charges are difficult to j||M jfr rB f l 

refute because, in the mainj M | “ » * 1 > < * ** * * jHHH 

they happen to be true, 

McCoy has done his home-' |jSPk EBMppi l 

work. Critics may quarrel 

with some of his facts and 'll k *“ • ' 

dispute many of his judg- !*#§& 

men's, but he convincingly jl i 

demonstrates, for example, 

that the G.l. heroin epidemic itS^wBKKSi'i 

in South Vietnam could not 
have happened without the 
active participation of greedy 
generals and government of- 
ficials who owed their jobs to 
the United States. 

U.S. involvement In the 
drug traffic was, as the au- 
thors contend, an “inevitable ' 
consequence” of our in- 
volvement in Southeast Asia, 
where opium was a way. of 
life. But it did not become an 
“American problem” until it 
touched American lives. 

The book is not quite the 
scholarly work that it pre- 
tends to be. It is as much an 
indictment of the Vietnam 
war as it is a documentation 
of the drug traffic. The au- 
thors suggest that all will he 
well if President Nixon is de- 
feated and the United Stales 
pulls out of Southeast Asia 
lock, stock and barrel. 

Maybe so. But the sad thing 
is that the book's chief vic- 
tims are a handful of dedi- ; 
cated CIA men who went to , / 

Southeast Asia to do a job. 

That job was to fight commu- 
nism, not reform a society. 

—Chicago Daily News 



merits known to be engaged 

in the drug traffic; ignored ■ • 

and even covered up the ac- ) 
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. r ".. By LEW SCAR” , 

-l;.. •••■ _ - Staff Writer, The Son Diego Union 

• ' , . •-♦ • . 

■ attache could learn at a dinner, more problem unsolved than to risk failure 

-Lerhaps no area c, ou go*u ^t ^ ^ oyer the cofEee clsps » ' or discovery. 

{ 1 ‘-U il 0 £i t,n-‘b^n iW» "con- Five months before the Japanese at- still, there have been failures: The 
tJote^Venci Hiidci-stood than cur tack on Pearl Harbor Hawy Hw* ifay of Pigs, the U2 incident. 

Ransom repoi is in ^ L*c ^ n 1 k e £ 1 °^,'¥ Taking into account CIA’s policy to-- 

yard supereaution, it would seem rea- 
able to assume that for every fail- 
thcrc must have been, oh, ten or 
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‘intelligence network . Establishment” PrtsMeat" llooscvclt ’ 

■ It is partly that .we don i know wnat summonetl Col . (Jater Maj. Gen.) Wl- 
-the Central Intel licence Agency d<p>, n am j Donovan to draft a plan for a V 

..hut i? it docs what we tnin.c if v>oe&, it new intelligence service designed for mn ... 


more successes. 


-• -» -> - , , new intelligence service designed for 

.-goes against our sense cl fr.r play ana the requirements of a global war and 

-.that in bad. _ patterned in the main after the British. The failures have been pinned on the 

l ■ The popular notion IS that- the CIA is Donovan was a successful lawyer CIA white the successes almost never 
'a law' unto itself.. II is believed that it w bo had wen the Modal of Honor in arc. Not definitely, 
freely interferes in the internal affair.-*. World War I. • Some have suspected the CIA of hav- 

in' sovereign nations, and that it over- 
throws a 
: even dome 
stall a: 

. Som 
-these 
cloak : 
and 
•Fort 
and if 

Still, many .uu was j^g wiCl-Ciy pilUiJCl/.'.'U vuiti ji is me same auuuuv. which i vines 

journalists continue to ask, why have • Sfrvices _ the a ], bos t j e g en - Copeland III, who once worked for the 1 

.an : intelligence community at all? ‘ ' ' ' State Department and the CIA, writes 

'TkTncHw' <h« nupstioner' are those to, .. , to in his “The Game of Nations:” 

whom “intelligence” connotes soles, It is difficult to assess tne worth of VIn the -intelligence game, com- 
sabo^urs and political activists. ‘ OSS because its official history still re- pe t ilors seek to gain the greatest pos- „ 

' Those" living in the intelligence com-' mains classified. Still, it must be given sible advantage short of going to war.” 

munit.y consider the question absurd, credit, despite traditional detractors, Yet, the j. 0 ". ^[he whole 
Rut it Wives an answer for invaluable contributions to Allied continues to be to coot ornate the v hole 

a rg,c*p™t»n, victorj, espeda,,,- in Brandi,*, / 

and, indeed, any chief of state, must f eating the Axis m North Africa ana in ; “““SS- -v/ 

•hav= i “mteh'p'Ciice” if he is to fulfill his aiding the hrench resistance move- Alien uune. sm . . 

■resDOi-'&teV ' ' • meat in France. • . “That it. gives our government’s top 

lespO'. ■ U.C--. ' v- policy makers exactly the information 

: He may get it from newspapers; Bnt it. wasn’t until 1947 that Congress they need, no more and no less, in or- 

4 from briefings by his subordinate or crea ted the CIA. It was fashioned after dcrt0 ma ke the right decisions.” 

from reports from consultants. Wber- QSS and it was born during the year 

ever, "he must have intelligence, in bath that cold war was declared. Simple information, raw data, may 

senses of the word; or -he will not sur- A { , lv Congrcss in setting up CIA : be good or bad accurate or inaccurate, • 
vivo long. - delegated" ' it a” -single function, in- rclevairl or irrelevant, timely or datco. 

Before World War II, lies aimed scr- teiligence. and nothing more. That it ‘ But ‘ mtelligcnco is iniorma i * 
vices had relied heavily upon civilian tloes miich .more Us without question, has been cvaluat-d,- d v 

specialists in wars and, when the tight- but just what and where it docs it is. down to a \vor , ‘ /. f, p ‘, c sjlv 

ing was over, they sent -the specialists |, ard J t0 say. . . reports. which can be quickly and easily 

home and forget all about the need for There j s a j-hcory among intelligence 

agents, the good ones, that there should 
“almost always” be no failures. It is 


; intelligence. 

Gen. George C. Marshall once, de- 
scribed the Army’s foreign intelligence 
as “little more than what a military 


read. 

The chief job of. CIA is to supervise 
this process. No one who understands 


single agency to handle the job. , 
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No Problem 

Most recent efforts to dilute the ef- 
fectiveness of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation or the ^Central In- V 
felligence Agency have been frontal 
assaults. A few are more subtle. 


In the latter category is the sugges- 
tion by Sen. Hubert Humphrey, a 
presidential aspirant, that the direc- 
tors of the FBI, the CiA and perhaps 
similar intelligence enforcement 
agencies of the federal government 
should serve for specific teems, per- 
haps 6 or 8 years. 

Senator Humphrey says his goal is 
to expose these agencies more to the 
public view and to popular opinion. 

The truth is that directors of the 
FBI and the CIA do serve definite 
terms. Both hold office at the plea- 
sure of Hie President of the United 
States of America, who can serve for 
no longer than eight years. 

- Afore important, the effectiveness 
of the CIA, FBI and other agencies 
that are vital to tire security of the 
United States depends to a great ex- 
tent upon reasonable secrecy — and 
upon their being able to remain aloof 
from the political whirlpools in Con- 
gress. Fixed terms that would bring 
.them into the public spotlight at inter- 
vals would certainly detract from 
their efficiency. 

However, most difficult of all' to' 
comprehend .is why there are so 
many solutions to the “problems” of 
the FBI when in reality there is no 
•problem. It is doing a good job, even 
in Senator Humphrey’s opinion. 
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